


Densely wooded habitat of Emplectanthus dalzellii along the north bank of the Msikaba River.

Emplectanthus dalzellii, cultivated plant showing pendent flowers.
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Table 1. Summary of key differences between E. dalzellii and other Emplectanthus species.

E. dalzellii E. gerrardii E. cordatus

Leaf base Cordate to indistinctly 
cordate, lacking a 
prominent sinus.

Deeply cordate with 
prominent sinus.

Deeply cordate with 
prominent sinus.

Length of peduncle Fascicles sessile to 
subsessile, where 
peduncle evident then 
≤ 1 mm.

1–8.5 mm. 12–70 mm.

Length of pedicel 17–21 mm. 6–38 mm. 8–25 mm.

Hairs in throat of 
corolla

0.2–0.35 mm long, 
very shortly fringing the 
corolla mouth and not 
extending close to the 
outer corona lobes.

Longer than E. dalzellii;
may extend more-or-
less to the outer corona 
lobes.

Longer than E. dalzellii;
may extend more-or-
less to the outer corona 
lobes.

Corolla lobes 4–5 mm long and 3.5– 
4 mm broad at the base.

6–7.5 mm long and 
3.7–4.4 mm broad at 
the base.

± 3.3 mm long and ± 
2.7 mm broad at the 
base.

Corolla tube 2–2.2  mm deep and 
4–5 mm in diameter.

1.5–2 mm deep 
and 5.5–6.5 mm in 
diameter.

± 1.5 mm deep and ± 
3.5 mm in diameter.

Corolla colour All parts of the corolla 
shades of maroon.

Corolla with pale 
yellow ground colour, 
usually with maroon 
markings at least 
within the cupular tube,  
rarely almost absent, 
which may extend 
variably to more than 
halfway up the inner 
petals. 

Cupular tube pinkish-
maroon, with lighter 
shade of pinkish-
maroon extending part- 
way up the inner petals, 
which are thereafter 
suffused yellow.

Inner corona lobes Strap-like, ≥1.4 mm 
long, broadening 
terminally, produced 
considerably above the 
anthers (± 0.65–0.75 
mm) to cluster together 
and overlap in irregular 
fashion.

Strap-like, ≤ 1 mm 
long, not or only 
slightly broadening 
terminally, produced 
above the anthers 
(≤ 0.3 mm), but 
not as markedly 
as E. dalzellii, and 
not conspicuously 
clustered.

“Closely applied to the 
backs of the anthers” 
and not or hardly 
produced above them 
(Brown 1909).



E. dalzellii is likely endemic to the Pondoland Centre 
of Plant Endemism (Van Wyk & Smith 2001), a region 
correlating with occurrences of Msikaba Formation 
sandstone between the coast and about 500 m a.s.l., 
from about Port Shepstone to Port St Johns. Although 
forest within the Pondoland  Centre is included within 
Scarp Forest by Mucina & Rutherford (2006), it is at 
least a distinct subtype, containing many endemic taxa.

Leaves of Emplectanthus dalzellii.

Mist rises above Qudeni, type locality of Emplectanthus 
gerrardii.

E. dalzellii is named in honour of Christopher Gordon 
Montague Dalzell (b. 21 February 1961). Chris Dalzell 
has since 1996 been the curator of the Durban Botanic 
Gardens, and through the Durban Botanic Gardens Trust 
has been instrumental in providing support to botanical 
exploration in KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape.

It should be noted that corolla colour for E. cordatus and 
E. gerrardii given by Brown (1909, 1913) 
seem somewhat off-the-mark estimations 
made from long-dried material.

Material examined

Emplectanthus cordatus

KWAZULU-NATAL.—2831 (Eshowe): 
Entumeni (–CC), Wylie sub Wood 11397 
(NU); Eshowe (–CD), Haygarth sub Wood 
12561 (NH); Hlinza (Dlinza), Eshowe 
(–CD), Moll 2686 (NU). Tugela River 
without exact locality, Gerrard 1803 (K).

Emplectanthus gerrardii

KWAZULU-NATAL.—2830 (Dundee): 
Qudeni (–DB), Gerrard 2167 (K). 2930 
(Pietermaritzburg): Geekie’s Farm, 
Karkloof, (–AD), Manning 362 (NU); forest 
above Grey Mares Tail Waterfall, Karkloof 

       (–AD), Roff s.n. (NU); Karkloof Forest 
                   (–AD), Styles 3439 (NH).
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Boldly marked corollas of Emplectanthus gerrardii, Karkloof Forest.

Habitat of Emplectanthus gerrardii at Karkloof.
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Posed flower of Emplectanthus cordatus, showing the 
short inner corona lobes not reflexed above the anthers. 
Photograph taken in natural light, Dlinza Forest, Eshowe.

More typically marked corolla of Emplectanthus 
gerrardii, flower removed from a plant and 
unnaturally posed in order to well show the inner 
face and corona.

Leaves and flowers of Emplectanthus gerrardii.
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Inside the Dlinza Forest. Photo: Andrew McKay.

Leaf of Emplectanthus cordatus.


